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Mark article ; : ; G2 F
] Q: How did you become involved in medicine and screenwriting?

Cite/Abstract

FUll et A: Prior to medical school, I attended film school at the American Film Institute, and I was also a graduate student
. . in sociology at Harvard, where I studied family policy. My writing and directing background include an ABC

Bublisher Info. Afterschool Special, Private Affairs, and an episode of China Beach, as well as an unproduced movie for

Paramount called The Lost Mariner, based on a story from Oliver Sacks' book, The Man Who Mistook His Wife
for a Hat When ER started 4 years ago, I had finished my third year of medical school at Harvard. I finished
school by doing electives at UCLA and returning to Harvard during ER breaks to complete core rotations and
graduated in 1996. Currently, I am an intern in pediatrics at Children's Hospital of Los Angeles as well as the
supervising producer and writer of ER You might wonder how I do both. I work as a resident during ER hiatuses,
most recently in December of 1997 and March, April, and May of 1998. I'm not certain when I will complete my
residency, but [ do want to obtain my license and practice pediatrics.

Q: What do you do on the show?

A: Well, I write between 2 to 4 episodes a year, and I develop the medical stories for the other episodes. I also
work as a producer, which means I supervise all the elements that go into making a television show: casting an
episode; working with the art director, makeup and wardrobe designer; collaborating with the director; supervising
the editing process for those episodes I write. I also handle all the mail that relates to medical issues, and I develop
other projects that draw on ER to promote public health. One of those projects is Following ER, which takes a
medical topic from a show each week and then develops a 2-minute segment that is aired on the local NBC
affiliate. For example, we did a show that had a scene in which Greene [an attending physician]quits smoking.
Later that night on the local news, a segment was offered that discussed how smokers can quit their habit.
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